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Campaign hots up for Nottingham’s historic baths

Local people fighting the closure of Victoria Leisure Centre have been joined by the Victorian Society, the national charity campaigning for the Victorian and Edwardian historic environment.

Concerned for the future of the historic baths on Gedling Street, which were built in 1896 by the Borough Engineer Arthur Brown, the Victorian Society has urged Nottingham City Council to reconsider plans to close Victoria Baths as part of its Leisure Transformation programme. This comes as Save Victoria Baths campaigners gear up for a public demonstration at 11.30am on Saturday 1 March in Market Square to protest against the proposals to shut the swimming pool which has served the local community for over 110 years.

‘Victoria Leisure Centre must be kept open,’ said Alex Baldwin, Conservation Adviser of the Victorian Society. ‘An attractive building in the Sneinton Market Conservation Area, the baths contribute a lot to Nottingham’s historic character and people care about them.’ 

She continued: ‘For many, historic pools like Victoria Baths offer one of the few opportunities to interact with historic architecture on a regular basis. They hold many memories and significance, promote social cohesion and health, and are great local resources. We hope the council recognises this before it’s too late.’

For more information about the public demonstration and the Save Victoria Baths Campaign, please visit www.savevictoriabaths.org.uk 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

            

1. The Victorian Society is the national charity campaigning for the Victorian and Edwardian historic environment. It fights to preserve important Victorian and Edwardian buildings and landscapes so that they can be enjoyed by this and future generations. It provides expert advice to churches and local planning authorities on how Victorian and Edwardian buildings and landscapes can be adapted to the way we live now, while keeping what is special about them. It also advises members of the public about how they can help shape the future of their local Victorian and Edwardian buildings and landscapes. It provides information to owners of Victorian and Edwardian houses about how they can better look after their precious buildings. It helps people understand, appreciate and enjoy the architectural heritage of the Victorian and Edwardian period through its publications and educational programmes.
2. The Victorian Society, 1 Priory Gardens, LONDON W4 1TT
Telephone 020 8994 1019
Facsimile 020 8747 5899
Web www.victoriansociety.org.uk

